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Polis, MPKj pantau 32
pasar awam, pasar raya

Kajang: Polis dan Majlis
Perbandaran Kajang (MPKj)
bekerjasama memantau 32
pasar awam dan pasar raya
di sini sepanjang Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)
yang kini memasuki fasa
kedua.

Ketua Polis Daerah Kajang
Asisten Komisioner Ahmad
Dzaffir Mohd Yussof berkata,
inisiatif itu bagi memastikan
penduduk patuh arahan dan
akur terhadap penjarakan so-
sial yang ditetapkan.

“Tenaga pemantau dibaha-
gi enam pasukan. Kami mahu
pastikan tidak berlaku kese-
sakan di pasar raya dan pasar
awam selain pengunjung me-
ngamalkan penjarakan so-
sial,” katanya selepas mela-
kukan tinjauan di Pasar Ka-

jang, di sini semalam.

Turut hadir Timbalan
Yang Dipertua MPKj, Na-
jmuddin Jemain.

Mengulas lanjut, Ahmad
Dzaffir berkata, pemerha-
tian pihaknya mendapati
pematuhan penduduk Ka-
jang terhadap PKP semakin
meningkat dan sedar ke-
pentingan penjarakan so-
sial sejauh satu meter.

“Kemasukan pengunjung
ke pasar juga dihadkan ke-
pada 40 orang pada satu-sa-
tu masa dan diletakkan ga-
risan satu meter untuk me-
reka patuhi.

“Ditetapkan juga petugas
di pintu masuk premis me-
ngambil suhu badan dan ce-
cair pembasmi kuman,” ka-
tanya.
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Oleh Amir Abd Hamid
dan Suraya Roslan
am@hme-
tro.com.com.my
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AMIR HAMZAH BECHIK, 37

“ ami minta maaf
Kalas segala
kesulitan kepada

seluruh rakyat Malaysia ,
kalau kami tahu perkara
‘ghaib’ kami tidak akan pergi
ke Seri Petaling tetapi kami
seperti mangsa lain hadir
ke sana hanya untuk
mendengar ceramah.”

Demikian luahan jemaah
tabligh, Amir Hamzah
Bechik, 37, yang juga bekas
pesakit Covid-19 yang kini
sudah pulih sepenuhnya.

Dia disahkan positif virus
itu selepas menghadiri
perhimpunan ljtimak
di Masjid Seri Petaling pada
29 Februari lalu.

Bapa kepada dua anak itu
berkata, apa yang terjadi
sudah ditetapkan Allah SWT
yang memilihnya untuk
menempuhi ‘ujian’
daripada-Nya.

“Tiada siapa mahu sakit,
kalau kami
tahu

dengan pergi belajar ilmu
agama di masjid itu boleh
membawa kemudaratan
kepada kesihatan kami,
pastinya kami tidak pergi.

“Tetapi kami juga seperti
orang lain, kami tidak tahu
dan tidak nampak perkara
ghaib, jadi berhentilah
menyalahkan jemaah tabligh
sobagai punca penularan
wabak ini, kami juga pesakit
tetapi jangan sesekali
melabelkan kami sebagai
penyebab virus ini di
Malaysia,” katanya.

Menceritakan lebih lanjut,
Amir Hamzah berkata, dia
hanya menghadiri
perhimpunan itu selama
satu jam untuk mendengar
ceramah antara waktu
Maghrib dan Isyak.

“Saya memilih untuk tidak
tidur di sana, jadi saya hanya
pergi selama sejam.
Bagaimanapun, k{coh
seketika 1 jemaah
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positif virus itu pada
16 Mac lalu. =

“Saya dibantar ke Hospital
Sungai Buloh (HSB) dan -
dirawat selama lima hari
sebelum keputusan ujian
kedua mendapati saya
negatif virus berkenaan.

“Ahli keluarga yang lain
bebas virus berkenaan
kecuali ibu yang disahkan
positif berikutan kontak
rapat saya. Alhamdulillah
ibu juga sudah sembuh d
keluar hospital pada 31 M
lalu,” katanya.
Menurutnya, dia tidak:
mengalami sebarang
simptom kecuali batuk
berikutan memang
mempunyai penyakit asma,

“Ketika dirawat di ho
kebanyakan daripada ka
kerap bertahajud diikuti
selawat ke atas Nabi
Muhammad SAW, membaca
al-Fatihah tiga kali dan
mengamalkan surah
al-Ikhlas (3x).

“Selain i itu, saya
i mermbaci

tabligh dari Brunei positif
virus ini selepas menyertai
perhimpunan berkenaan.
“Saya hanya
mcngclahmmd pada 10 Mac
dan dua hari k

zikir penerang hati sebanyak
313 kali, selawat satu kali
kemudian hembus pada air
dan minum. Selepas itu saya
mtmbaua surah

membuat saringan
kesihatan di Klinik Kesihatan
Batu 14 bersama keluarga,”
katanya.

Menurutnya, dia dan
anaknya yang menyertai
perhimpunan itu dibawa ke

At-Taghaabun, semoga ini
juga men]adl amalan buat
pesakit lain,” katanya.

Akuinya, rawatan dan
layanan yang diterima di
HSB sangat baik.

“Kami terhutang budi
kepada pasukan barisan

Hospital Amp
untuk

1alel

‘PANDEMIK

pan yang
kami, Allah

ujian swab
sebelum
disahkan

mengurniakan ganjaran
pahala kepada mereka,”
katanya.

COVIDZ19

AHLI TABLIGH BUKA CERITA

Kluster tabligh kongsi pengalaman terima rawatan selepas sembuh daripada jangkitan virus Covid-19

MUNTAHA ABDULLAH, 46

(19 ak cerita pengalaman
bersama staf dan
frontliners (barisan
hadapan) semasa dirawat di HSB.
Untuk pengetahuan semua, HSB
adalah hospital di Selangor yang
dikhususkan merawat pesakit
Covid-19. Menurut maklumat
seorang daripada jururawat di situ,
asalnya dia adalah jururawat
bertugas di Wad Bersalin. Beliau
berkata, sebelum kes pesakit
Covid-19 mula ditempatkan di situ,
pihak pengurusan hospital sudah
memindahkan terlebih dahulu
pesakit bukan kes Covid-19 ke
hospital yang lain. K dian, HSB

hospital khususnya doktor,
jururawat, paramedik dan semua
staf di wad diwajibkan memakai
pakaian khas peralatan
perlindungan diri (PPE) apabila
berhadapan pesakit penyakit
berjangkit dan berbahaya seperti
virus Covid-19 ini.

Pakaian atau sut ini memang

hi standard p

ditetapknn Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) dan Pertubuhan
Kesihatan Sedunia (WHO). Kita
yang bukan staf di hospital ini
memang tak pernah merasa betapa
5ek5:my:| memkn yang terpaksa

dikhususkan untuk menempatkan
pesakit Covid-19 disahkan positif
atau berkemungkinan besar adalah
positif.

Sebagaimana yang kita selalu
lihat di media massa, semua
frontliners (barisan hadapan) di

Pernah pada suatu hari semasa
berada di wad, seorang jururawat
datang ke bilik kami untuk buat
check-up (pemeriksaan) rutin. Dia
m hil suhu badan, tel
darah dan denyutan nadi. Bergerak
dari satu katil ke satu katil sambil

membawa peralatannya.
Saya memang sudah bcrsedm di
katil. Apabila dia mengk

berpeluh, apatah lagi staf lain
yang « di Iuar '.ana" Saya cuba
igkan kead mereka

saya segera menghulurkan yebela.h
tangan. Dalam hati berbicara
‘Hurmm...check lagi...

Namun, sewaktu dia
menjalankan tugas dalam keadaan
badan sedikit membongkok, sava
terpandang sesuatu. Di
sebalik perlindungan
plastik (shelter) di
mukanya, terlihat
titik-titik peluh di
dahinya. Jarang sekali
saya melihat ke arah
muka jururawat sebegitu.
Kalau tengok pun, sekali
imbas saja. Tetapi pada
hari |n1 qenhhmlah Allah

perlihatkannya
di depan mata. Perasaan
terus tersentap. Ya
Allah...dalam
bilik berhawa
dingin boleh

seketika. Dalam keadaan panas di
luar sana, mereka sanggup pakai
sut itu berjam-jam!

Sudahlah berjam-jam pakai sut
yang memerap peluh, kena kerja
lebih masa pula. Ada yang sampai
lebih 12 jam, 14 jam dan ada
vang sampai 16 jam!
Sehingga ada yang
keletihan sampai jatuh
pengsan! Tiada masa

cukup untuk beribadat,
bersama keluarga dan
buat aktiviti lazim kita
buat di rumah. Sehingga
ada petugas yang hanya
memandang anak dari jauh
kerana takut tersebar virus
kepada ahli keluarga. Itu
belum kira lagi
risiko mereka
mungkin
terjangkit

virus Covid-1g dari pesakit pula,

Kami, bekas pesakit yang
menyaksikan kegigihan mereka
menjadi barisan hadapan dalam
berhadapan pesakit Covid-19 ini
cukup terharu dengan khidmat
cemerlang warga kerja KKM
khususnya. Tidak ketinggalan juga,
ucapan terima kasih ini kami
ucapkan kepada pihak Polis Diraja
Malaysia (PDRM), Angkatan
Tentera Malaysia (ATM) dan semua
pihak terbabit dalam operasi
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
(PKP) yang bertungkus-lumus
membantu kerajaan dalam usaha
mengekang penularan wabak
Covid-19 ini daripada terus
merebak dan meragut nyawa.
Syabas utk anda semua. We proud
of you! (Kami bangga dengan anda)

Dan demi menjayakan hasrat ini,
tiada pesanan lain dari saya
melainkan STAY AT HOME, PRAY
AT HOME! (Duduk di rumah, doa
di rumah).
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ANTARA jemaah tabligh Masjid
Seri Petaling yang menjalani
saringan Covid-19,

SAIFUL AZAM
€6 ent. Itu[ah dibebaskan dari ‘penjara’ membawa erti yang sama
P ini saban hari. Diri terus seperti dalam program
mungln.n boleh menghitung hari yang motivasi, sebaliknya ia
menggambarkan perasaan  mendatang seakan-akan bermakna kehidupan di
saya sebagai seorang tiada penghujungnya. Bunyi  wad perlu diteruskan untuk
pesakit Covid-19 tanpa pintu jeriji wad setiap kali sekurang-kurangnya empat
simptom, Biarpun kini dikunci dengan mangga hari lagi. Maka hati harus
menjalani kuarantin menambah penderitaan terus tabah untuk
di bilik rumah seorang diri ~ mental diri ini. Terkadang ~ men i rutin harian
(dengan syarat ketat seperti terlintas juga di fikiran untuk hari-hari berikutnya.
di wad), namun ia sangat untuk melompat keluar dan Biarpun kini sudah
melegakan perasaan kerana lari daripada kepungan ini, pu!u;g, namun jauh
dapat tinggal sebumbung namun apabila memikirkan sudut hati ini amat
dengan ahli keluarga. akibatnya, rancangan itu merindui suasana solat
Tempoh 14 hari yang dilalui  terpaksa dilontar jauh-jauh  berjemaah ‘semeter’ setiap
di Wad 30 HSB benar-benar  dari pemikiran. waktu di wad.
menguji ketahanan minda Setiap kali ujian swab Buat frontliners (barisan
dan perasaan. (calitan tekak) dibuat, hadapan), tiada kata-kata
Dengan persepsi sebagai  debaran 24 jam seterusnya  yang mampu diucapkan
seura.ng pesakit Covid-19 begitu terasa seperti sebagai balasan buat budi
:Inun tanpa sebarang menunggu keputusan Sijil  baik kalian. Sa.nggup
a. tekanan menjadi Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM). meim,
ah kuat apabila Jantung bergoncang kuat kehidupan berdepan
terpaksa berjauhan sehingga bergegar seluruh  secara langsung dengan
dengan anak dan isteri tubuh. Betapa luluhnya hati  makhluk yang tidak
yang tidak pasti apakah apabila doktor mengejutkan  kelihatan ini.
cukup makan minum jam 5 pagi keesokannya Mengutamakan kami lebih
mereka di rumah. hanya untuk membisikkan  daripada gjawab
Hati menjadi semakin kalimat ‘Awak masih positif kepada ahli keluarga
remuk apabila melihat % masing-masing di rumah.
seorang demi seorang Bagi yang tidak mengerti, Moga Allah lindungi kalian
rakan sama wad kata-kata itu bukanlah sekeluarga sentiasa.

Page 2 of 2
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Ahli Majlis MBSA ingkar PKP akan didakwa

if 14

SHAH ALAM - Seorang Ahli
Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam
(MBSA) dan tiga rakannya yang
ditahan polis kerana melanggar
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
susulan bermain badminton di
sebuah dewan di Seksyen 23 di
sini akan dituduh di mahkamah
dalam masa terdekat.
Jurucakap Khas Op Co-
vid-19 Polis Selangor, Asisten
Komisioner Mohd Ismail Mus-
lim berkata, pihaknya telah se-

lesai melakukan siasatan.
“Beliau dan rakan-rakannya
dibebaskan dengan ikat jamin polis.
“Kita telah kemas kini kertas
siasatan untuk rujuk kepada pi-
hak pendakwa raya bagi pertu-
duhan,” katanya kepada Sinar
Harian di sini semalam.
Menurutnya, siasatan dibuat
mengikut Seksyen Peraturan 11(1)
Akta Pencegahan dan Pengawalan
Penyakit Berjangkit 2020 serta
Seksyen 269 Kanun Keseksaan.

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPOR,
TIVGHAT & BANGLMN SULTAN SALAHLOOIN ABDIL AZIZ St
e Tl 36584 T4E4/745T/ T M Fa : 835513 5560

i kiskbariger Sgmal com

°Q

O

Page 1 of 1



06 Apr 2020
Sinar Harian, Malaysia | i s

R
TIVGHAT & BANGLMN SULTAN SALAHLOOIN ABDIL AZIZ St
e Tl 36584 T4E4/745T/ T M Fa : 835513 5560

i kiskbariger Sgmal com

Author: No author available « Section: Bisnes ¢ Audience : 140,000 « Page: 28
Printed Size: 141.00cm? « Region: KL * Market: Malaysia « Photo: Black/white
ASR: MYR 1,579.20 « Item ID: MY0039276019 =

&isentia.mediaportal

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner. Page 1 of 1

Shell, Bonuslink komited bantu
petugas barisan hadapan

SHELL Malaysia terus komited memberi bantuan
kepada petugas barisan hadapan negara yang ber-
juang membendung penularan koronavirus (Co-
vid-19).

Pengarah Urusan Shell Malaysia Trading Sdn
Bhd dan Shell Timur Sdn Bhd, Shairan Huzani
Husain berkata, sumbangan seperti produk sanitasi,
air mineral, makanan dan minuman diberikan ke-
pada barisan hadapan perubatan di Hospital Sungai
Buloh, Selangor, Hospital Kuala Lumpur dan Hospi-
tal Raja Permaisuri Bainun di Ipoh, Perak.

“Selain itu, stesen Shell di seluruh negara turut
menyerahkan sumbangan melibatkan barangan pen-
ting kepada komuniti dan petugas barisan hadapan.

“Sebahagian inisiatif itu termasuklah pembekal-
an elektrik untuk lampu dan kipas di khemah se-
mentara serta menyumbang makanan dan minum-
an kepada pihak berkuasa tempatan,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan baru-baru ini.

Selain pakej penjagaan kesihatan, beliau berka-
ta, Shell dan BonusLink telah bergabung melancar-
kan inisiatif yang membolehkan pelanggan me-
nyumbang, sekali gus menyatakan terima kasih
kepada barisan hadapan negara.

“Bermula 2 sehingga 7 April ini, ahli BonusLink
boleh menunjukkan sokongan mereka kepada pe-
tugas barisan hadapan negara dengan menyumbang
sekurang-kurangnya 100 mata iaitu bersamaan de-
ngan RM1 untuk disalurkan terus ke Dana Covid-19
oleh Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia.

“Sumbangan boleh dibuat di www.bonuslink.
com.my atau melalui aplikasi BonusLink dari Goo-
gle Play dan Appstore,” katanya.
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CLOTHES FOR HOMELESS
Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) is
collecting clothing (except under-
garments) and footwear for the
homeless throughout the movement
control order period. The articles must
be clean and in good condition, while
footwear must come as a complete
pair. These should be packed properly
and separated according to men’s,
women’s and children. For details, call
03-4026 7222 (9am to 5pm).
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Public transport allowance for frontliners doing shift work

By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

BUKIT Gasing assemblyman Rajiv
Rishyakaran has set up a scheme
offering a one-off RM100 transport
allowance for essential workers
who need to use public transport
during the movement control order
(MCO).

Launched on March 24, it offers
financial aid to workers relying on
public transport for shift work, who
now must depend on taxis or e-hail-

ing services to get to their work-
place.

“Using the Selangor government’s
allocation for assemblymen during
the Covid-19 outbreak, the RM100 is
for workers who qualify for the aid
and are affected by the MCO.

“This is to reduce the financial
impact that they are facing,” he
said.

The scheme is ongoing and there
is strict screening to ensure the cor-
rect recipients, such as healthcare
frontliners who use public trans-

port, receive the aid.

Rajiv said the aid was to acknowl-

edge the efforts and sacrifices of
those who work in essential servic-
es such as policemen and health-
care workers who put their own

health at risk for the safety of every-

one's well-being.

“Some of them rely on public
transport to commute between
home and work.

“The government has announced
that public transport operating
hours will be reduced to encourage

social distancing.

“T'his will affect workers on shift
duties who use public transport as
they start or finish work outside the
normal peak hour periods,” he
added.

Rajiv added that those who quali-
fy for the allowance were Bukit
Gasing residents who work at hos-
pitals, police stations and Petaling
Jaya City Council (MBP]) or non-
Bukit Gasing residents who work at
University Malaya Medical Centre
(UMMO) and selected police stations

in Petaling Jaya.

They have to be shift workers
who have to work during periods
when public transport is no longer
available.

To apply for the allowance, appli-
cants will have to show documents
such as a payslip, a copy of their
identity card and proof that they
use public transport, such as the
Rapid KL monthly pass receipt.

For details or to apply, email
vivien@bukitgasing.my or help@
bukitgasing.my
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MPAJ HOTLINE

Ampang Jaya ratepayers, who want to
lodge complaints during the
movement control order (MCO), can
call 1800-22-8100.
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Kechara Soup
Kitchen's
operations during
the MCO.

g

P

¢ Tengku Zatashah speaks about her -
~ involvement withKechara Soup Kitchen~

S s

I BY MARK MATHEN VICTOR

S MOST Malaysians
found themselves
stranded at home -
ither working or
otherwise - others in more
critical roles were at the
frontlines of the Covid-19
pandemic, such as YAM
Tengku  Zatashah  Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah, who
worked with Kechara Soup
Kitchen to get essential items to
those affected by the movement
control order (MCO).
“I'have been working behind the
scenes to get the approval for [

food distribution and delivery to

revealed.

No stranger to fighting and
advocation for social and
environmental causes,
Tengku Zatashah has been
involved with Kechara as a
regular volunteer since
2015, and in 2016 she
kickstarted the
#zerofoodwastage
campaign.

The campaign’s
intention was to save
surplus food from
hotels and
supermarkets to then
be distributed to the *
needy, homeless and 5
urban poor. "

“To date we have F‘
saved over 1,000 tonnes
of surplus food for the
needy. Every year during
the month of Ramadan I
write to the various hotels in KL and
Selangor, and they immediately agree
to be our partners in
#zerofoodwastage as we pick up the
surplus food from the hotel buffets
and immediately deliver them to the
homeless and urban poor families.”

Last Ramadan was a milestone for
the movement, as they recorded 11
tonnes of surplus food that was saved
and redistributed.

Tengku Zatashah further supports
Kechara in other ways by doing
regular food distributions to the
homeless on the streets, especially
during holiday periods such as Hari
Raya, Chinese New Year and New
Year’s Eve, as this is when there are
fewer volunteers, and so further help
is needed.

State of emergency

During the MCO, Tengku Zatashah
— 5 = s o alZ50  continued her support for Kechara
Tengku Zatashah seen on the ground distributing essential items to the needy. while still adhering to the rules of the

Tengu Zatashah has long advocated multiple social causes., including
#saynotoplastic. - COURTESY OF TENGKU ZATASHAH
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(Kechara) to continue with the “ |

the homeless and the poor,’ she 5
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Tengku
Zatashah is
one of the
many
volunteers
helping out
the needy
during these
difficult times.

nationwide quarantine.

“The approval for the food
distribution and delivery for the poor
and homeless was from the Federal
Trade Ministry and the letter of
approval came from Yayasan Food
Bank Malaysia, of which I am a
member of the board of trustees,” said
Tengku Zatashah.

“The core team of Kechara
volunteers are distributing the food
thanks to sponsors to the needy. We
even have Rela volunteers ensuring
that social distancing is practiced by
the beneficiaries who are queuing up.
Kechara volunteers also wear masks
and gloves, even handing out hand
sanitisers to the needy.

“I have also been linking up
corporations with Kechara for help,
such as Touch n Go.

“The MCO is absolutely necessary
for safety, and as we always say, safety
comes first. As such, Kechara
distributes masks, gloves and
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sanitisers. The core team of regular
volunteers are also temperature
checked.

“Social distancing is easily
enforced thanks to RELA volunteers,
with clear instructions for the
beneficiaries to maintain at least two
metres between each other.

“Additionally, we can now
continue to deliver and distribute
food supplies to the urban poor in the
PPR flats”

Since the eighth day of the MCO,
the Kechara Soup Kitchen
programme has given out 2,459 meal
sets, the Kechara Food Bank has
rescued nine tonnes of surplus food
and the number of people benefitting
from its services during the
restictions comprised 1,377
individuals; 743 homeless, 164 from
the wurban poor and 470
underprivileged individuals from

shelter homes.

Pay it forward

As Tengku Zatashah toils
continuously to aid Kechara
in its social endeavour

during a time of national
crisis, the Royal Princess
of Selangor hopes that
those at home will
lend their support
through donations.
Through Tengku

Zatashah's efforts, a

collaboration

between Touch ‘n Go
and Kechara Soup

Kitchen allows

people to make a
donation by simply
scanning the Kechara
Soup Kitchen QR code
with their Touch ‘n Go eWallet, and
then keying in the amount they wish
to donate.

“All proceeds are credited directly
to Kechara Soup Kitchen. It is so easy,
and I have already made my
donation!” she said.

“And if you don't have the Touch ‘n
Go eWallet, you can simply donate
directly, as we urgently need funds
and food donations in order to
prepare food boxes.”

Tengku Zatashah’s
#zerofoodwastage food bank has also
received support from food sponsors
for the distribution through Aeon
Malaysia and Tesco Malaysia.

She added: “I also deliver food
supplies to the urban poor families in
PPR flats. And last but not least, T
work regularly with the children from
the urban poor families in the PPR
flats, with Jiran Ria, to get books to
them and to motivate them to read
and learn”
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The tabligh
disconnect?

T has been more than a month now that

the congregation of more than 10,000

people met at a mosque in the capital city.

Overnight it became Southeast Asia’s
Covid-19 hotspot. Better known as [jtimak
Tabligh such a gathering used to be held all
over the world and attended by thousands.
Thus far the meetings have not attracted much
“problem” publicly. It is noted for the kind of
dedication and commitment that everyone
took to their hearts, without much whining and
griping. After all this is not a meeting in a 5-star
hotel with the usual “dry” protocol. Rather, it is
a down-to-earth meeting of like-minded
people focused on strong rapport and
brotherhood for the sake of simplicity as well as
humility. Everything else is negotiable so that
the state of authenticity is not compromised.
You cannot get any better than that, no matter
where they gather, when and in what numbers.
It could be even in the middle of nowhere at
the peak of winter.

More admirable is the social order that is
practised as a matter of “decorum” and
“discipline”. They eat together, seated on the
floor in a small circle around a single large tray.
The food is freshly prepared by members of the
group. Those attending these gathering are
from all walks of life: professionals, corporate
leaders, academics (I know this from them),
and of course the lay public. In this event,
name and fame, titles and position do not
count.

They all literally drank from the same cup.
And spend time together at the same “space’,
which also doubled as the “lecture hall’} the
place to offer prayers, and eventually the place
to sleep when the day is over. Even then, it is for
a very short period of less than the usual eight
hours. This is to allow for more self-reflection
and renewed commitment. In all, there is little
to fuss about because worldly status and
material wealth are of no consequence.

Given all these lofty ideals, what is
surprising of late is the disconnect.

According to Health Director-General Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah about 3,400 tabligh
members had yet to be tested as of last week.
Reportedly, out of the overall figures, 1,545
cases or 44.36% out of the 3,483 were

associated with the gathering. Most of the
positive cases were linked to those in
attendance, making it the biggest cluster to
date. By now, it has given birth to several
generations of clusters, involving their family
members and close contacts.

Some 3,173 cases are said to be still
pending, despite various authorities, be it
health or religious or even the Sultan of
Selangor personally, making several appeals
urging attendees to come forward to ensure
that they are safe and healthy.

The reported lukewarm response thus far is
indeed disappointing because by now they
must have fathomed the fatal risk of their
inaction, which can be a matter of life and
death; not only to themselves but others who
were innocently in contact.

That the majority of those who are
reportedly infected as well as the number
deaths is a big letdown for the movement’s
mission to bring peace and harmony to
humanity.

What is more considering the number of
highly educated professionals among them,
not least from the healthcare and medical
sectors, who should be highly aware of the
precarious situation.

So where is the illusive disconnect? Or is
this an unintended consequence that the
movement has long overlooked just because
they were spared thus far from such tragic
miseries in dealing with an invisible “enemy’.

In this context, perhaps it is instructive to
consider what the renowned scholar, al-
Ghazali, said when fighting with the “enemies”
that we do not see. Although he was referring to
bad habits that are bound to harm us centring
on egocentricity, the same could be applied to
Covid-19, which figuratively is an “unseen” foe.

And undoubtedly it has shown to be able to
cause massive harm to humanity as a whole.
To dismiss this reality by pandering more to the
individual selves (read, our own ego) is to allow
the “invisible” coronavirus to wildly rage
risking untold number of lives, now exceeding
50,000. Could this be the tabligh disconnect? If
so, it is time to urgently self-reflect.

Comments: [etters@thesundaily.com
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